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And these lead in turn to political problems for CHAP.
which no wholesome solution can be found. The ^^^
British Commonwealth has included vast numbers
of the inhabitants of Asia and Africa, primarily
because these races are as yet unable to govern
themselves. In virtue of their status as British
citizens they have claimed the right of free immi-
gration to the territories of the self -governing
Dominions ; and to people in the British Isles,
who have not lived in contact with Asiatic or
African society, that claim may well appear un-
answerable. England itself has always been open
to them ; but in truth England is open in theory
only, for its climate and thickly inhabited area
have few attractions for the peoples of Asia or
Africa. It is the still uncongested territories of
Australasia,, South Africa, and even of Western
Canada which attract the colonization of races
bred in the sunnier regions of this world-wide
Commonwealth.

The abstract claim of a British subject to enter Fallacy
any part of the Commonwealth and dwell in it is        ~

often assumed by English champions of equal
rights as though it needed no proof At the outset Part of a,
they forget that the only part of England which is open to
legally open to an Englishman is that portion of
its surface covered by the public roads, the commons,
and such landed property as he himself may chance
to possess. It is so with every civilized country ;
nor would the nationalization of the land remove
such restrictions, for the productive value of public
no Jess than of private land would be ruined if
each arid every citizen had a right to enter and
remain on it at will The law in this respect would